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LTER (Long-term Ecosystem Research):
Research dedicated to multidisciplinary long-
term and large spatial scale research and
monitoring in ecological science including the
human dimension (http://www.ilternet.edu/).
For Long-term Socio-Ecological Research the
term LTSER has been introduced to stress the
focus on the human dimension.

o
umweltbundesamt
main Federal Environment Agency

NoE: Networks of Excellence

ALTER-Net

e Funding instrument of Framework
Programme 6 of EU (FP6, 2002-2008)

e Overcome fragmentation of European
research

e Strenghten scientific excellence on
particular research topics by networking
the critical mass

e Tool for implementing key research issues
of FP6

e INTEGRATION

“A long-term biodiversity, ecosystem and
awareness research network”

Three Topic Aims:

e To create an European network for long-term
terrestrial and fresh-water biodiversity and
ecosystem research;

e To assess and forecast changes in biodiversity,
structure, functions and dynamics of ecosystems and
their services;

e Considering socio-economic implications and
public attitudes.
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Core Areas of 20 yrs LTER
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e Pattern & control of primary production

e Spatial and temporal distribution of
populations selected to represent trophic
structures

e Patterns and control of organic matter
accumulation and decomposition in surface
layers and sediments

e Patterns of inorganic inputs and movements
of nutrients through soils, groundwater and
surface waters

e Patterns and frequency of disturbances

e Biodiversity (implicitly)
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ALTERMNet ).'l‘ . . . Elements of MFRPs (Multifunctional research platforms)
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SPACE: axis connecting
activities at different scales

collapse

regional

Landscape: socio-economic
& historical land use entity

Special areas: National
Parks, Biosphere Reserves

Supplementary sites:
urban, agricultural,
aquatic, forests
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cultural sphere of causation
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Master site:
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trad. LTER
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increasing RESOLUTION (at all scales)
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Characteristics
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-in situ om e Harmonisation of work programmes & networks
-multi-scale ey L
(regions) 2 e Standardisation of methods
-nested design 2 e Streamlining and optimisation of parameter sets
-multi-use e Appropriate information technology
::gzegr-(:::rflmary e Holistic mapping of environmental data (ontologies & semantic
-logistics, site me'-‘?IatIIO-n)
infrastructure fingerprin © Availability of data
—institu_tional Metadald & Integrated e Coherence of data (across media, disciplines etc.)
commitments _informigkion Data o Multi-use of data (,monitoring for it”s own sake*)
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